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Village of Germantown Hills 

Village Board Meeting Minutes 
February 24, 2022 6:00 p.m.  

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance- Jeff DeGroot, Village President called the 

meeting to order at 6:00p.m. 
Village President/Trustees Roll 

Call 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Jeff DeGroot – President 
Present   

         

Stephanie Chaon 
 

Present 
Y Y Y Y Y        

Heather Armistead 
 

Present 
Y Y Y Y Y       

Nathan Henricks Present 
 

Y Y Y Y Y       

Tom Eckstein Present 
 

Y Y Y Y Y       

Karl Figg Present 
 

Y Y Y Y Y       

Todd Rice Present 
 

Y Y Y Y Y       

Also, in attendance: 
Rich Brecklin, Superintendent of Public Works 
Bill Streeter, Village Attorney  
Scott DeSplinter 
Marc Wright, Woodford County Captain 

      
Everyone stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

2. Minutes Approval  
a.   January 20, 2022 Village Board Meeting 

A motion was made by Todd Rice to approve the January 20, 2022 Village Board 
meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Heather Armistead.  Motion passed 
#1. 
 

3. Public Comments on Any Action Item on the Agenda-None 
 

4. Public Comments on Any Non-Action Items-None 
 

5. Current Agenda Items  
     a. Approval on the hiring of an Assistant Bookkeeper/Treasurer to fill the vacancy 
 A motion was made by Todd Rice to approve the hiring of Jamie Zilm as the Assistant 

Bookkeeper/Treasurer to fill the vacancy left by Cassandra Schlatter and for Jamie to 
have the authority to perform all the duties of the positions, including being a signatory 
for the financial documents.  The motion was seconded by Nathan Henricks. Motion 
passed #2. 

 
 Jeff DeGroot noted that Jamie Zilm is doing a great job. 
 

b. Swearing in of the New Village Treasurer 
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 Jamie Zilm was sworn in as Village Treasurer by Ann Sasso, Village Clerk. 
 
c. Discussion on the Classes of Liquor Licenses 
 Brendan and Emily Axelson were in attendance to propose a public accommodation 

license in order to be able to bring your own alcohol into the Monte Cristo Room. They 
are proposing an ordinance similar to what Washington has.  The Axelson’s explained 
that currently they have to buy their alcohol from the distributor and with some of the 
sizes of their events, it doesn’t’ make sense as they are losing money.  Other 
surrounding areas have these types of licenses and so they would like to propose a 
similar license in order to keep the events local and be competitive. The board 
discussed the license requirements along with the liability issues.   

 
 Bill Streeter and Ann Sasso will put together a proposed ordinance for consideration. 

The village will need to have a copy of the proposed agreement between the Monte 
Cristo Room and their clients in order to make sure it doesn’t conflict with the village 
code. The board agreed to leave the fee the same as the Washington ordinance. 

 
d. Approval to change the March Village Board meeting date 
 A motion was made by Karl Figg to change the March meeting date to March 10th at 

6:00 p.m. The motion was seconded by Todd Rice. Motion passed #3.  
 

6. Ongoing Agenda Items-None  
a.   Village Board review of the Journal Entry Report-Ann Sasso noted the journal entry 
report is included in the board packet for review. The board reviewed the journal entry report.  
This report shows the revenues for the prior month plus any transfers between funds. 

 
7. Presentation of Bills 

a. General/Sewer/Audit/MFT Bills- A motion was made by Stephanie Chaon to approve the 
General and Sewer bills. The motion was seconded by Tom Eckstein.  Motion passed #4. 
 

8. Reports of Standing Committees 
a.  Finance-Stephanie Chaon had nothing new to report. 
  
b. Streets/Equipment-Todd Rice stated he is waiting for the streets to be able to be inspected 
and then he will have a street committee meeting. 
 
c.  Personnel-Nathan Henricks had nothing new to report. 
 
d.  Police-Karl Figg had Woodford County Captain Marc Wright attend the meeting to discuss 
the speeding.  Marc Wright noted having the radar signs up does help.  There are three roads 
that have the most speeding issues so the village may want to look at getting some permanent 
radar signs in place.  Rich Brecklin will check on the pricing.  Karl Figg stated he would 
propose to have a police committee meeting before the April board meeting to discuss.   
 
e.  Parks-Heather Armistead had nothing new to report.  Rich Brecklin gave Heather 
Armistead a tour of the sewer plants. 
 
f.   Sewer-Nathan Henricks had nothing new to report.   
 
g.  Storm Water-Tom Eckstein had nothing to report.   
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h.  Economic Development Council-Ann Sasso stated we have an interested produce 
vendor for the Farmers Market in Germantown Hills. It looks like we will set it up to start 
Saturday, June 4th from 9-1 p.m. We would do this through October at Germantown Crossing 
on the south side of the parking lot.  The village would have the vendor liability waiver forms on 
file.  Ann will confirm with the property owner and provide him with a certificate of insurance. 
We were thinking $5.00 each week or for a regular vendor it would be $50 a season.  The 
board agreed. 
 
Ann noted we are working on an idea for the banners along Jubilee Lane. It would be a Thank 
you to Veterans along with the six military branches displayed, one on each banner.  We are 
hopeful to get something up soon. 
 
In regards to feather flags, the Planning Commission had recommended 6-30 day permits 
instead of 20-day permits but Tamra from the Liquor Shoppe is going to check on a new 
permanent sign that would advertise her gaming and request a BCIP grant.   
 
Germantown Crossing sign-Alan, from Ricky’s wants to move forward with a 3’x6’ LED sign.  
They want to know if we want to put up the proposed Germantown Crossing sign with the 
logos.  In looking at that space, we may want to just do an updated Germantown Crossing 
sign. The board agreed to look to update the panel at this time. 
  

9.  Reports of Special Committees-Nothing new to report. 
   

10. Reports of Officers 
a. Zoning Officer/Village Clerk/Village Administrator-Ann Sasso noted she is trying to 
confirm timeline so that we can get one of the sewer projects going for the Rebuild Illinois 
Grant. 
 
Ann is having a contractor come look at the hall to give us an estimate on lighting, paint and 
carpet as this has been needed for several years. 
  
b. Superintendent of Public Works-Rich Brecklin stated we are good on salt but the biggest 
problem with the snowplowing has been businesses pushing snow across the roads and 
leaving piles that create a hazard on the roadway.  He noted some pot holes are popping up.  
Rich attended a wastewater conference and received some CEU’s. Rich noted there are a lot 
of older operators due to a shortage in the industry.  
 
Rich Brecklin will hopefully have samples at the next meeting of the granite etching for the 
board to look at.  
 
c. Village Attorney-Bill Streeter had nothing new to report. 
 
d. Village President-Jeff DeGroot noted the need to look to get a code reader for the vehicles 
as two dealerships were unable to diagnosis a problem with our truck.  Jeff mentioned the 
need to maybe look to get the vehicles on some type of a rotation program.    
 

11. Communications to the Board-None 
 
12. Adjournment-A motion was made by Todd Rice to adjourn the meeting at                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
7:24 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Karl Figg. Motion passed #5. Ann Sasso, Village Clerk 


