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Village of Germantown Hills 

 

Village Board Meeting Minutes 
 

February 20, 2025, 6:00 p.m.  
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance- Village President Karl Figg called the meeting 
to order at 6:00p.m.  

Village President/Trustees Roll 
Call 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
-

18 

Karl Figg – President 
Present 

           

Heather Armistead Present 
 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y   

Elizabeth (Betsy) 
Cunningham 

 

Present 
 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y   

Nathan Henricks Present 
 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y   

Tom Eckstein Present 
 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y   

Paige Patel Present 
 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y   

Todd Rice Absent 
 

- - - - - - - - -   

 
Also, in attendance: 
Chuck Urban, Village Attorney  Zack Hecht, Public Works 
Scott DeSplinter, Village Engineer 
       
Everyone stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

2. Approval of the Minutes of the Preceding Meeting and their Amendments  
a.  January 16, 2025, Village Board Meeting 
A motion was made by Tom Eckstein to approve January 16, 2025, Village Board 
meeting minutes. The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Cunningham. Motion passed #1. 
 
b.  January 30, 2025, Special Village Board Meeting 
A motion was made by Nathan Henricks to approve January 30, 2025, Special Village Board 
meeting minutes. The motion was seconded by Paige Patel. Motion passed #2. 
 

3. Public Comment-Karl Figg opened the public comment portion of the meeting. Stephanie Cruse 
made a public comment. 
 

4. Current Agenda Items  
a.  Approval of the Village to submit an RTP Grant Application to Develop a Recreational 
Trails Program Area in Oak Grove Park-A public hearing was conducted for the Oak Grove 
Park RTP grant application before the board meeting. 
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A motion was made by Heather Armistead to approve the village submitting an RTP Grant 
application to Develop a Recreational Trails Program Area in Oak Grove Park. The motion was 
seconded by Nathan Henricks. Motion passed #3. 
 
b.  Approval of an Ordinance Authorizing an Intergovernmental Agreement for 
Participation with the Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network (IPWMAN)IPWMAN had 
asked the village to approve an updated agreement. 
 
A motion was made by Nathan Henricks to approve Ordinance #879 an Ordinance Authorizing 
an Intergovernmental Agreement for Participation with the Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid 
Network (IPWMAN). The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Cunningham. Motion passed #4. 
 
c.  Approval of the Engineering Agreement for the WWTP #1 Tertiary Filter Replacement 
Project 
Scott DeSplinter noted this was discussed at the sewer committee meeting. The agreement 
will include design for the tertiary filters as they have failed and need to be replaced. The 
agreement also includes relocating ageing equipment, replacing the blowers and applying for 
the SRF loan. They are looking at starting the project in 2026. The benefits of applying for the 
EPA loan are that the village could get principal and interest forgiveness, and the loans are for 
a low interest rate. Currently the rate is 1.8%. Scott stated one of the village’s loans will drop 
off in 2026. The slight sewer rate increases help fund equipment maintenance, repair and labor 
each year. We typically look out five years when setting the rates. 
 
Scott noted he would encourage the village to keep things going to get in line for funding as in 
2030 there’s a deadline that will require a lot more system improvements to sewer systems. 
Scott stated the village has a plan to save for the costs of the midsize projects but utilizes SRF 
funding for the projects one million or more as the need is typically now and you don’t have 
time to save up for those projects.  
 
A motion was made by Heather Armistead to approve the Engineering Agreement for the 
WWTP #1 Tertiary Filter Replacement Project. The motion was seconded by Tom Eckstein. 
Motion passed #5. 
 
d.  Approval of the 2025 MFT Preliminary Engineering Agreement 
This is the normal MFT engineering agreement for CMT to assist the village with the street 
maintenance work. There hasn't been a final decision on whether the village will be doing chip 
and seal work or asphalt work this year.  
 
A motion was made by Elizabeth Cunningham to approve the 2025 MFT Preliminary 
Engineering Agreement. The motion was seconded by Paige Patel.  Motion passed #6. 
 
e.  Approval of Change Order #1 on the Somerset Multi-Use Path  
Scott DeSplinter stated there are no major changes to the project. There was a change to a                                                                    
pipe size and storm sewer extension. Scott explained that the contractor worked with the 
precaster to determine size and based on the additional footage there was a change in cost. 
Emily talked to Damien Cruse about tying into his tie wall but there was no additional cost. The 
potholing and tree removal will start in March. The contractor will be getting the information to 
the residents in regard to the schedule.  
 
Nathan Henricks mentioned to Scott that change orders are common and this is not unique.  
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Scott DeSplinter stated that it is true that there is potential for additional change orders as once 
the contractor starts digging holes, they may find unknowns under the surface that they will 
need to address, which would not be known during design. 
 
A motion was made by Nathan Henricks to approve Change Order #1 on the Somerset Multi-
Use Path in the amount of $3,377.82. The motion was seconded by Heather Armistead. 
Motion passed #7. 
   

5. Ongoing Agenda Items 
a.   Village Board review of the Journal Entry Report-The journal entries are the revenues 
and transfers entered each month. The journal report was presented and reviewed by the 
board. 

 
6. Presentation of Bills 

a. General/Sewer/Audit/Business District/MFT Bills- Ann Doubet noted the last payment 
was made to the contractor for Oak Grove Park Phase 1 construction. 
 
A motion was made by Nathan Henricks to approve the general, and sewer bills. The motion 
was seconded by Paige Patel. Motion passed #8. 
 

7. Reports of Standing Committees 
a.  Finance-Paige Patel noted the journal report was presented for review by the board. 
 
b. Streets/Equipment-Todd Rice was not in attendance. 
 
c.  Personnel- Nathan Henricks had nothing new to report. 
 
d.  Police-Karl Figg noted at the area Mayor’s Association meeting there was discussion about 
license plat readers, and they were highly recommended. Betsy Cunningham will check on this 
with the Woodford County Sheriff’s Office. 
 
e.  Parks-Heather Armistead noted we are checking on the cost of another type of sign to be 
put up at the park entrance. 
 
f.   Sewer-Nathan Henricks had nothing new to report. 
 
g.  Storm Water-Tom Eckstein reported at the storm water committee meeting that the 
committee discussed the MS4 Permit compliance requirements. A resident from White Oak 
Lake attended the storm water committee meeting about siltation concerns. White Oak Lake is 
looking to remove the siltation this summer. There was discussion about adding potential 
check dams, the cost, and permitting requirements. The committee discussed Whispering 
Oaks Subdivision drainage concerns. The engineer is checking on the cost to do a drainage 
study for portions of Whispering Oaks. 
 
h.  Economic Development Council-. Ann Doubet noted the Chamber pork chop/vendor 
event is on May 3rd. The area garage sales are May 1-3. A new sign will be going up for the 
MTCO Park athletic complex along Townhall Road. 
 

     8. Reports of Special Committees-Nothing new to report. 
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     9. Reports of Officers 

a. Zoning Officer/Village Clerk/Village Administrator-Ann Doubet stated the spring 
community cleanup day is on May 19th and May 21st on your normal garbage day.  
 
b. Public Works-Zack Hecht stated he had looked at the streets for maintenance and the 
Whispering Oaks Subdivision for drainage. They are working on the GIS mapping. Rich 
Brecklin has been a big help with getting the GIS Mapping going. Zack noted one of the 
employees has given their two weeks’ notice so there will be one public works maintenance 
position open. 
 
c. Village Attorney-Chuck Urban had nothing new to report. 
 
d. Village President-Karl Figg noted Lance Knight had given his notice as he is starting his 
own business, and he wants to spend more time with his family. Karl and Lance had a good 
conversation, and he wished him well.  
 
Karl Figg noted the Chamber has two scholarships for $500 if anyone knew of someone that 
would want to apply. At the Mayor’s Association meeting Nathan Henricks spoke on how 
communities could save money with an electrical aggregation. Nathan has helped save the 
Village four million dollars over four years.  
 
Nathan Henricks noted a lot of communities get phone calls in regard to the energy rates. 
Nathan consults on the Germantown Hills rates as they are able to manage the energy 
aggregation in order to get the lower rates. 
 
Karl Figg noted the comprehensive plan open house went well and it was well attended. The 
village received a lot of positive feedback. There were approximately 70 people that 
participated in activities on what things they wanted to see for Germantown Hills.  
 

10. Communications to the Board-The village received a thank you note from Mars/Wars on the 
donation. 

       
11. Adjournment-Next regular meeting: March 20, 2025-A motion was made by Nathan 
Henricks to adjourn the meeting at 6:51 p.m. The motion was seconded by Tom Eckstein. Motion 
passed #9.        
 
 Ann Doubet, Village Clerk 


